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HONG KONG SPECIAL
ADMINISTRATIVE REGION

Hong Kong, described as a ‘barren rock’ some 150
years ago, is today a world-class financial, trading
and business centre and, indeed, a great world city.
In 2009, Hong Kong's population exceeds 7 million.
Situated at the south-eastern tip of China, Hong
Kong is ideally positioned at the centre of rapidly
developing East Asia. Hong Kong is the world's
12th largest trading economy, 6th largest foreign
exchange market, and 15th largest banking centre.
A hardworking, entrepreneurial and well-educated
population serves as the foundation of Hong Kong's
productivity, creativity and stability.

With a total area of 1,104 square kilometres, Hong
Kong is divided into 18 Districts under the District
Administration Scheme implemented since 1982. The
main elements of the Scheme are the establishment
of a District Council and a District Management
Committee in each of the 18 districts in Hong Kong.
The aim of the Scheme is to achieve a more effective
co-ordination of the provision of services and facilities
at the district level, ensure that the Government
is responsive to district needs and problems and
promote public participation in district affairs.
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The administrative structure of each district is mainly
composed of the District Office, the District Council
and the Area Committees. District Officer oversees
the operation of the District Administration Scheme;
implements and co-ordinates the execution of district
programmes, ensuring that the advice of the District
Council is properly followed up and promoting
residents' participation in district affairs; maintaining
close liaison with different sectors of the community
to reflect their views to Government; and as a link
between the District Council and Government
departments. District Council takes the initiative in
advising the Government about matters affecting the
well-being of the people in the District; the provision
and use of public facilities and services; adequacy and
priorities of Government programmes for the District;
and the use of public funds allocated to the District
for local public works and community activities.
Where funds are made available, District Council also
undertakes environmental improvements, promotion
of recreational and cultural activities and community
activities within the District.
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SAI KUNG DISTRICT

Covering some 12,680 hectares, Sai Kung District is
located to the south-east of the New Territories of
Hong Kong. Ranked as Hong Kong's second largest
administrative district with a population of 414,300,
Sai Kung District include Sai Kung countrywide
and Tseung Kwan O new town. A popular scenic
spot for both tourists and local residents, Sai Kung
is renowned as Hong Kong's premier “Leisure
Garden”. A thriving new town which is developing

rapidly, Tseung Kwan O is home to around 80% of
the district’s total population.

The abundant ecological resources in Sai Kung
have created favorable conditions for the district
for developing family tourism and eco-tourism. The
rugged and sinuous coastline, attractive bays and
beaches, together with various spots with historical
interests, offer not only a panoramic view, but also
a different kind of traveling experience to local and
overseas tourists. With rich natural endowments and
cultural heritage, promotion of tourism has been one
of the main focuses of development in Sai Kung.
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On the other hand, the Tseung Kwan O New Town
has undergone significant development in recent
years. With the Government putting in substantial
resources for the new town development, local
residents have been able to enjoy a harmonious
and quality living environment. In 2009, the Tseung
Kwan O Sports Ground of international standards
has been completed for the East Asian Games. The
next few years will see the completion of more major
cultural and recreational projects in the new town,
including Town Park and Indoor Velodrome-cum-
Sports Centre, the Open Space, Indoor Recreation
Centre and Library, and the Government complex.
These new developments will provide local residents
with facilities which will cater for their needs and
also contribute to building a more comfortable living
environment.
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Sai Kung District Population by Age Groups (2008)
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0-14 31400 29400 60800
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